Building and Maintaining a Compost

Location Selection: Choose a well-drained and
easlily accessible location for your compost pile or
bin.

Compost Bin: Consider using a compost bin or
tumbler to contain and manage the composting
process.

Layering: Alternate between green (nitrogen-rich)
and brown (carbon-rich) materials for an ideal
C:N ratio.

Green Materials: Include kitchen scraps like fruit
and vegetable peels, coffee grounds, and grass
clippings as green materials.

Brown Materials: Add brown materials such as
dried leaves, straw, wood chips, and newspaper
for carbon.

Avoid Meat and Dairy: Exclude meat, dairy, and
oily foods from your compost to prevent pests
and odors.

Aerate Regularly: Turn or aerate the compost pile
regularly to promote oxygen flow and
decomposition.

Water Management: Maintain proper moisture
levels, similar to a wrung-out sponge, by watering
as needed.



Covering: Use a lid or cover to keep pests out
and retain moisture in the compost bin.
Size Matters: Consider the size of your compost
pile; a larger pile may heat up more efficiently.
Temperature Monitoring: Aim for a compost
temperature between 120-160°F (49-71°C) for
effective decomposition.

Composting Time: Expect the composting
process to take several months to a year,
depending on conditions.

Avoid Synthetic Chemicals: Do not add
materials treated with synthetic chemicals, as
they can harm beneficial microbes.
Grass Clippings Caution: Use grass clippings
sparingly to avoid matting and compaction in
the pile.

Chop or Shred: Break down large materials like
branches or cornstalks by chopping or
shredding them.

Layer Thickness: Keep layers of materials
relatively thin to ensure even decomposition.

Compost Starter: Use a compost starter or
activator to introduce beneficial microbes to the
pile.

Maintain Balance: Continuously monitor the C:N
ratio and adjust materials as needed to maintain a
balanced compost.



Fall Leaf Collection: Collect and stockpile fall
leaves to have a ready supply of brown materials.
No Diseased Plants: Avoid adding diseased or
pest-infested plant material to the compost pile.
Eggshells: Crush eggshells and add them to the
compost to boost calcium content.

Strain Coffee Grounds: Strain coffee grounds to
remove paper filters and add them to the
compost.

Cover with Leaves: Cover food scraps with a
layer of leaves or brown materials to deter pests
and odors.

Beneficial Microbes: Encourage the growth of
beneficial microbes by maintaining the right
conditions.

Compost Testing: Periodically test the compost
for readiness by checking for a dark, crumbly,
earthy texture.

Compost Screening: Screen finished compost to
remove any large, uncomposted materials.



